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General Assembly Amendment
January Session, 2021 LCO No. 8836
AR A A
*+ HBO659708836HDO«
Offered by:
REP. HORN, 64th Dist. REP. DIMASSA, 116th Dist.
REP. PAOLILLO, 97t Dist. SEN. CHAMPAGNE, 35th Dist.
SEN. OSTEN, 19th Dist. SEN. MARONEY, 14th Dist.
REP. FERRARO, 117th Dist. SEN. HWANG, 28th Dist.
REP. BORER, 115th Dist. SEN. SOMERS, 18th Dist.
To: Subst. House Bill No. 6597 File No. 310 Cal. No. 242

"AN ACT CONCERNING ACCREDITATION, REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS, MENTAL HEALTH, DATA STORAGE SERVICES
AND TRAINING OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS."

Strike everything after the enacting clause and substitute the

following in lieu thereof:

"Section 1. Section 7-294ee of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(@) [Until December 31, 2024, the] The Police Officer Standards and
Training Council, established under section 7-294b, and the
Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection or the
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commissioner's designee, shall jointly develop, adopt and revise, as
necessary, minimum standards and practices for the administration,

[and] management and operation of law enforcement units, as defined

in section 7-294a. Such minimum standards and practices shall be based
upon standards established by the International Association of Chiefs of
Police and the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies, Inc., and shall include, but need not be limited to, standards
and practices regarding bias-based policing, use of force, response to
crimes of family violence, use of body-worn recording equipment,
complaints that allege misconduct by police officers, use of electronic
defense weapons, eyewitness identification procedures, notifications in

death and related events and pursuits by police officers and compliance

with the guidance issued by the council pursuant to subdivision (1) of

subsection (¢g) of section 7-294d regarding reporting procedures to be

followed by chief law enforcement officers for certificate suspension,

cancellation or revocation. Not later than January 1, 2022, the minimum

standards and practices shall be divided into three tiers, known as tier

one, tier two and tier three. Tier one shall consist of minimum standards

and practices designed to protect law enforcement units from liability,

enhance the delivery of services and improve public confidence in law

enforcement units. Tier two shall consist of minimum standards and

practices for the administration, management and operation of law

enforcement units. Tier three shall consist of higher minimum standards

and practices for the administration, management and operation of law

enforcement units. The council shall post [such] the minimum standards

and practices of each tier on the council's Internet web site and

disseminate [such] the minimum standards and practices of each tier to

law enforcement units. The council and commissioner or the
commissioner's designee shall jointly develop a process to review a law
enforcement unit's compliance with [such] the minimum standards and
practices of each tier and issue a certificate of compliance with [law
enforcement] the minimum standards and practices of tier one, tier two

or tier three, as the case mav be, to a law enforcement unit that meets or

exceeds [such] the minimum standards and practices of such tier.
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(b) On and after January 1, 2019, and until December 31, [2024] 2021,
each law enforcement unit shall adopt and maintain (1) the minimum
standards and practices developed by the council pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section, or (2) a higher level of accreditation
standards developed by the council or the Commission on Accreditation

for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc.

(c) On and after January 1, 2022, and until December 31, 2022, each

law enforcement unit shall adopt and maintain (1) the minimum

standards and practices of tier one developed by the council pursuant

to subsection (a) of this section, or (2) a higher level of accreditation

standards developed by the council or the Commission on Accreditation

for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc.

(d) On and after January 1, 2023, and until December 31, 2024, each

law enforcement unit shall adopt and maintain (1) the minimum

standards and practices of tier two developed by the council pursuant

to subsection (a) of this section, or (2) a higher level of accreditation

standards developed by the council or the Commission on Accreditation

for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc.

[(c)] (e) On and after January 1, 2025, each law enforcement unit shall

[obtain and maintain accreditation] adopt and maintain (1) the

minimum standards and practices of tier three developed by the council

pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, or (2) a higher level of

accreditation standards developed by the Commission on Accreditation

for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc.

(f) If a law enforcement unit fails to [obtain] adopt or maintain [such

accreditation] the minimum standards and practices or a higher level of

accreditation standards developed by the council or the Commission on

Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc., in accordance with

the provisions of subsections (b) to (e), inclusive, of this subsection, the

council shall work with the law enforcement unit to [obtain] assist such

unit to adopt and maintain [such] the minimum standards and practices

or the higher level of accreditation standards.
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(2) If a law enforcement unit fails to comply with the guidance issued

by the council pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (¢g) of section 7-

294d regarding reporting procedures to be followed by chief law

enforcement officers for certificate suspension, cancellation or

revocation, the council may revoke the certificate of compliance with the

minimum standards and practices of tier one, tier two or tier three, as

the case may be, issued pursuant to this section.

[(d)] (h) No civil action may be brought against a law enforcement
unit for damages arising from the failure of the law enforcement unit to
[(1)] adopt and maintain [such] the minimum standards and practices

or a higher level of accreditation standards developed by the council or

the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc.,

pursuant to [subsection] subsections (b) to (e), inclusive, of this section.

[[ or (2) obtain and maintain accreditation by the Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc., pursuant to

subsection (c) of this section.]

Sec. 2. Subdivision (22) of subsection (a) of section 7-294d of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(22) (A) [Until December 31, 2024, to] To develop, adopt and revise,
as necessary, comprehensive accreditation standards for the
administration and management of law enforcement units, to grant
accreditation to those law enforcement units that demonstrate their
compliance with such standards and, at the request and expense of any
law enforcement unit, to conduct such surveys as may be necessary to
determine such unit's compliance with such standards; and (B) [on and
after January 1, 2025,] to work with any law enforcement unit that has

failed to [obtain] adopt or maintain [accreditation from] the minimum

standards and practices or a higher level of accreditation standards

developed by the council or the Commission on Accreditation for Law

Enforcement Agencies, Inc., pursuant to section 7-294ee, as amended by

this act;
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Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 7-291d of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(@) (1) No law enforcement unit, as defined in section 7-294a, shall
discharge, discipline, discriminate against or otherwise penalize a police
officer, as defined in section 7-294a, who is employed by such law
enforcement unit solely because the police officer (A) seeks or receives

mental health care services, [or] including such services as a result of a

behavioral health assessment conducted pursuant to section 7-291e, or

(B) surrenders his or her firearm, ammunition or electronic defense
weapon used in the performance of the police officer's official duties to
such law enforcement unit during the time the police officer receives
mental health care services.

(2) The provisions of this subsection shall not be applicable to a police
officer who [(1)] (A) seeks or receives mental health care services to
avoid disciplinary action by such law enforcement unit, or [(2)] (B)
refuses to submit himself or herself to an examination as provided in

subsection (b) of this section.

Sec. 4. (Effective from passage) (a) For the purposes of this section, "law
enforcement unit", "police officer", "body-worn recording equipment",
"dashboard camera" and "digital data storage device or service" have the
same meanings as provided in section 29-6d of the general statutes, as
amended by this act.

(b) Not later than October 1, 2021, the Department of Administrative
Services, in consultation with the Office of Policy and Management and
the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, shall issue
a request for proposal for the purchase of body-worn recording
equipment, digital data storage devices or services and dashboard
cameras to support law enforcement units and police officers to comply
with the provisions of section 29-6d of the general statutes, as amended
by this act. The deadline for submitting proposals shall be not more than
sixty days from the date the request for proposal is issued.
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(c) Not later than January 1, 2022, a screening committee, as
established by the Department of Administrative Services, shall
evaluate the proposals submitted in response to the request for proposal
and determine the highest scoring proposers in accordance with the

criteria set forth in the request for proposal.

(d) Any contract awarded pursuant to this section shall be available
to other state governments, political subdivisions of the state and
nonprofit organizations in accordance with the provisions of section 4a-
53 of the general statutes.

Sec. 5. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) Not later than July 1, 2022,
the Police Officer Standards and Training Council, after consultation
with persons with mental or physical disabilities and advocates on
behalf of such persons, shall develop a training curriculum for police
officers regarding interactions with persons who have mental or

physical disabilities.

(b) On and after October 1, 2022, each police basic or review training
program conducted or administered by the Police Officer Standards and
Training Council, the Division of State Police within the Department of
Emergency Services and Public Protection or a municipal police
department shall include the training curriculum developed pursuant

to subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. 6. Subdivision (6) of subsection (a) of section 29-6d of the general
statutes, as amended by section 19 of public act 20-1 of the July special
session, is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof

(Effective from passage):

(6) "Police patrol vehicle" means any state or local police vehicle,
[other than] but does not include an administrative vehicle in which an

occupant is wearing body-worn camera equipment, a bicycle, a motor
scooter, an all-terrain vehicle, an electric personal assistive mobility
device, as defined in subsection (a) of section 14-289h, or an animal
control vehicle.
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Sec. 7. Section 7-291c of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):

(@) No law enforcement unit, as defined in section 7-294a, shall hire
any person as a police officer, as defined in said section, [7-294a,] who
was previously employed as a police officer by such unit or in any other
jurisdiction and who (1) was dismissed for malfeasance or other serious
misconduct calling into question such person's fitness to serve as a
police officer; or (2) resigned or retired from such officer's position while

under investigation for such malfeasance or other serious misconduct.

(b) Any law enforcement unit that has knowledge that any former
police officer of such unit who (1) (A) was dismissed for malfeasance or
other serious misconduct, or (B) resigned or retired from such officer's
position while under investigation for such malfeasance or other serious
misconduct; and (2) is an applicant for the position of police officer with
any other law enforcement unit, shall inform such other unit and the
Police Officer Standards and Training Council established under section

7-294b of such dismissal, resignation or retirement.

(c) The Police Officer Standards and Training Council shall not certify

any police officer who (1) was dismissed for malfeasance or other

serious misconduct, or (2) resigned or retired from such officer's

position while under investigation for malfeasance or other serious

misconduct.

[(c)] (d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any police
officer who is exonerated of each allegation against such officer of such
malfeasance or other serious misconduct.

(e) The Police Officer Standards and Training Council may afford any

law enforcement unit prohibited from hiring a person as a police officer

pursuant to subsection (a) of this section and anv police officer denied

certification pursuant to subsection (c) of this section an opportunity for

a hearing in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54 to determine

whether (1) the police officer was dismissed for such malfeasance or

other serious misconduct, (2) the police officer resigned or retired while
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under investigation for such malfeasance or other serious misconduct,

(3) the police officer was exonerated of each allegation of such

malfeasance or other serious misconduct, or (4) the conduct at issue

constituted malfeasance or serious misconduct.

(f) Nothing in this section shall preclude the Police Officer Standards

and Training Council from suspending, cancelling or revoking the

certification of a police officer pursuant to subsection (c) of section 7-
294d.

[(d)] (g) For purposes of this section, (1) "malfeasance" means the
commonly approved usage of "malfeasance"; and (2) '"serious
misconduct" means improper or illegal actions taken by a police officer
in connection with such officer's official duties that could result in a

miscarriage of justice, [or] discrimination or a gross deviation of the

generally accepted standards and behavior of a police officer, including,

but not limited to, (A) a conviction of a felony, (B) fabrication or
falsification of evidence, (C) [repeated] use of [excessive] physical force

in a manner found to not be justifiable after an investigation conducted

pursuant to section 51-277a, (D) acceptance of a bribe, [or] (E) the

commission of fraud, (F) failure to intervene or stop unreasonable,

excessive or illegal use of force by another police officer, or (G)

intimidation or harassment causing injury based upon actual or

perceived protected class membership, identity or expression.

Sec. 8. Section 7-294e of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of any general statute or special
act or local law, ordinance or charter, [to the contrary,] each police
officer shall forfeit such officer's appointment and position unless
recertified by the council according to procedures and within the time
frame established by the council. Any sworn member of the Division of
State Police within the Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection who is deemed certified under subsection (d) of section 7-
294d is required to apply for recertification by the council within the
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time frame established by the council, unless such member retires from
said division within such time frame.

(b) The Police Officer Standards and Training Council may
recommend to the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public
Protection any regulations it deems necessary to carry out the
provisions of section 7-291c, as amended by this act, 7-294a, subsection
(a) of section 7-294b, sections 7-294c and 7-294d, as amended by this act,
and this section, giving due consideration to the varying factors and

special requirements of law enforcement units.

(c) The Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection
may adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54,
as are necessary to implement the provisions of section 7-291c, as
amended by this act, 7-294a, subsection (a) of section 7-294b, sections 7-
294c and 7-294d, as amended by this act, and this section. Such
regulations shall be binding upon all law enforcement units.

Sec. 9. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subsection (b) of section 7-294jj of the general statutes, not later than
January 1, 2022, the municipal police department for the town of West
Haven may acquire one mine-resistant, ambush-protected vehicle from
the municipal police department for the town of Farmington. If such
acquisition occurs, the vehicle shall not be subject to an order issued
pursuant to subsection (d) of section 7-294jj of the general statutes. The
municipal police department for the town of West Haven shall
otherwise be subject to the provisions of section 7-294jj of the general

statutes.

Sec. 10. Section 7-294r of the general statutes is repealed. (Effective
October 1, 2022)"

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 from passage 7-294ee
Sec. 2 from passage 7-294d(a)(22)
Sec. 3 from passage 7-291d(a)
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Sec. 4 from passage New section
Sec. 5 from passage New section
Sec. 6 from passage 29-6d(a)(6)
Sec. 7 July 1, 2021 7-291c
Sec. 8 July 1, 2021 7-294e
Sec. 9 from passage New section
Sec. 10 October 1, 2022 Repealer section
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